
Officer’s Speak 
Submitted by: Steve “8 Ball” Benko, Vice President  

IT’S NOT OVER YET!!! 
 

  You know it is coming . . . you can 
feel the chill coming on at night . . .you 
notice that it is getting darker a little bit 
earlier than it has been. The bears are 
foraging for food in preparation for 
winter hibernation and the squirrels are 
busy scurrying around gathering nuts.  
 
The calendar now says October. FALL 
IS HERE! YIKES!!!! Where did the 
time go? Have you done everything you 
planned to do this summer? Well, I’m 
here to tell you that it is not OVER just 
yet. There are plenty of sunny days still 
ahead. We here in Colorado are very 
blessed to live in an area that has a 
climate that provides numerous 
opportunities to enjoy our favorite 
pastime until very late on the calendar. 
Even when the temperatures start 
dropping, we have plenty of sunshine to 

make us feel warmer. This years’ ride 
schedule had 38 rides listed. By the 
time this article is published, 34 of 
those will have been completed. There 
were many good times and laughs 
shared by all who participated.  
 
However, we still have 5 rides to go. 
The month of October has three of 
them scheduled. So, we still have a few 
places to go and things to see and do. 
I’m planning on trying to make all of 
the remaining rides as I’m not ready to 
let this season end just yet. I hope to see 
many of you out there as well. There is 
a lot of time to make more memories to 
carry us through the cold winter 
months.  
  
Let’s not waste the opportunities that 
we have left. GET OUT AND RIDE! 
IT’S NOT OVER YET!!! 

     
 
 

Next Meeting: Thursday, Oct. 11, 2012  

7:00 p.m. Fay Myers Motorcycle World  
9700 E. Arapahoe Road.  
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Ride The West, 
With The Best! 

 

in 2012 

Our Annual Bake Sale is upon us. 
@  the  Oct  11  Thursday  Meeting! 
Come out, call in, bring an item or 3,  

and support your club! 



ROCKY MOUNTAIN VENTURE 
TOURING ASSOCIATION 

Minutes 
September 13, 2012 

Submitted by:  Brian Boberick  
 

President Floyd Thorne called the meeting to order around 7:30 
(ish) PM.  The 30 or so minute delay in the start of the meeting 
being the result of a request from our host – Fay Myers.  As the 
secretary was a few minutes late arriving to the meeting, assump-
tions have been made that some routine procedures transpired 
this night.  
 
Visitors:  None observed. 
 
Officer's Reports 
 
Secretary: It is presumed that a Motion was made to approve the 
minutes of the August meeting as published in the Venture 
Voice, such motion then being seconded and carried. 
 
Treasurer: Checking: $ 2,260.43.  Benevolent Fund:  $1,449.17.  
Total:  $3,709.60. 
Motion made to approve, seconded and carried. 
 
Membership: Discussion ensued around the current status on the 
health of members Rip Ripoll and Johnny Lane, both of whom 
made unexpected emergency runs to nearby hospitals – well, 
maybe not Johnny considering he lives above the nose-bleed ele-
vation of Alma, CO and was airlifted to Denver.  Both have suc-
cessfully come through surgery and are on the mend.  However, 
Johnny is now awaiting surgery for unrelated ailments involving 
his back, etc. 
 
Committee Reports 
 
Activities: No report. 
 
Awards: Keep them in mind for the end of the year Membership 
Appreciation Party (MAP). We are open for any funny or serious 
awards. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Historical: Still collecting stuff we presume. 
 
Membership: No new members 
 
Newsletter: Thanks to Steve and Paul for our Newsletter! 
 
Website: Paul reviewed the website stats of the last month and 
the Russian states, as I recall, were not at the top of our visitors 

list this month. 
 
Old Business 
 
Floyd recapped the previous rides of the month.  Paul and Debbie 
recapped the Husker Rally which they attended along with Mike 
and Tina Turner.  Thanks to all who attended the rides!  Lots of 
fun was had!  Venues were disclosed for this years’ Progressive 
Dinner Ride – breakfast @ Maynards, lunch @ Ripoll's and des-
sert @ Benko's.  All our hosts were looking forward to showing 
off, I mean sharing, their homes.  
 
New Business 
 
Floyd reviewed future rides!   Check your ride book for specifics. 
Lots of Fun! 
The matter was raised that it is time to begin considering who 
you would like to see lead the RMVTA in 2013 (maybe yourself) 
as elections are just around the corner. 
Next month's meeting will be brief on the business side of things 
as the night belongs to the annual “Bake Sale” so don't forget to 
bring your delightful family edibles to be auctioned off and bring 
your cash 'cuz no one goes home empty handed. 
It is also time to begin to think about the 2013 Ride schedule, so 
put on your thinking helmets and consider attending the first 
planning meeting to be held either October 20th or 27th  
(depending upon which date is taken up by the Fall Highway 
Cleanup activity).  This is your opportunity to suggest places you 
have always wanted to go, and if you so choose, to step up and 
lead the group accordingly.  Don't be shy! 
 
Missing Link Award: 
Missing Link award is 
awarded to Dave 
“Ghostrider” McAfee for 
reasons which never 
clearly stated.  Just your 
lucky day, Mac! 
 
 
 
50/50 Drawing: Linda Thorne.    Thanks Linda!! 
  
Total   $ 40.00       $ 20.00 goes to RMVTA 
1st Place        $10.00  Debbie Maynard  
2nd Place       $  6.00  Floyd Thorne 
3rd Place       $  4.00  Don Lyle 
Congrats to All! 
 
Special Thanks to Richard and Gloria for the delicious snacks!   
Due to the fact that October is the Bake Sale, no separate snacks 
will be provided at the next meeting. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:16 PM. (Short and Sweet!) 

 
<><><><><><><> 
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Tin Angel Café Ride 
Submitted by: Floyd “Mr. T” and Linda “Mrs. T” Thorne 

 
There was much anticipation among several different folks lead-
ing up to the Tin Angel Café Ride.  But, some of this anticipation 
was drastically altered by health issues that cropped up. 
To start out, our ride leader “Rip” contacted me earlier in the 
week from the hospital via a text message that he was in the hos-
pital with heart issues.  So, needless to say the likelihood of him 
and his bride Sarah being able to join us on the ride let alone lead 
it were not going to happen. 
 
But, I vowed to him that in his and Sarah’s honor that the ride 
would be carried out as planned.  Shortly after that we learned 
that the Tin Angel Café is normally closed on Sunday’s which 
was our planned day to have lunch there.  I later got a call from a 
young lady by the name of Robin that is a partner in the Tin An-
gel.  She had just more or less gotten off the phone with “Rip”.  
She, Robin that is, graciously agreed to open the Tin Angle and 
serve us on Sunday because she was so totally impressed that we 
would travel all the way from Colorado with the focal point of 
our trip to have a meal there. 
 
Then I got news that Johnny 
had had heart attack symp-
toms (later confirmed) up in 
Alma, CO where he and 
Ruthie were also planning on 
joining the group to the Tin 
Angel.  Johnny was trans-
ported via “Air Life” to Den-
ver and later into surgery to 
have a stent placed into his 
heart.  Now, without saying, 
we were down two couples of 
the planned five that were to 
go to the Tin Angel. 
We departed on Saturday 
morning, the remaining three 
couples, and made our first 
stop for a good hearty break-
fast in Rifle, CO.  Then it was on north bound to Steamboat and 
west to Craig, CO.  In Craig we just had some snacks and stuff 
before heading on west towards Vernal, UT our planned nights’ 
destination. 
 
I, in the lead, decided to take an exit into the Dinosaur National 
Park.  I had a vision of taking our group to the Quarry Exhibit 
Hall that Linda and I had visited some years earlier on a previous 
RMVTA outing.  But, as it turned out, I took an exit further east 
that I should have and it took us on a 30+ mile trip back into the 
park that resulted in a one way in and one way out excursion.  
Not what I planned but all were happy to see some of Utah’s fin-
est diverse terrain.   No complaints really about the diversion but 
there was some concern about the fuel supply on a Beamer in our 
group that had not planned for the side track.  But, all was good 
and we continued then to Vernal for the night. 
 
We put the bikes under cover, settled into our rooms a bit and 
then walked in light refreshing rains a few blocks down the main 

drag to have dinner at a local eatery.  Once all were nourished we 
walked back to the hotel, with no rain, to settle in for the night in 
earnest.  Tomorrow is another day. 
 
I communicated with Robin, our Tin Angel hostess and told her 
that it did not make any sense to open her restaurant for our now 
very small group but rather we should meet with her at another 
eatery of her choice and recommendation for brunch/lunch.  And 
so it was with a promise that we would make a return trip to have 
her and her staff prepare a lunch for us another time – next sum-
mer perhaps.  We’ll try and plan it so that we leave on a Friday 
morning with lunch plans on Saturday when they are normally 
open. 
 
After lunch, we made our way out of Salt Lake City headed for 
Price, UT, our second night away from home on the trip.  We got 
to our evening lodging in the HEAT of the afternoon and some of 
us were very happy to get to the room and get into the showers 
and get cooled down while Richard and Gloria went on a trip 
down memory lane.  Richard as a young engineer had worked at 
a couple different power plants and he wanted to revisit them 
since he was “in the neighborhood.” 
 

Sunday we headed south from 
Price on two lanes to reach I-70 
where we headed east back to the 
Rockies and ultimately home.  
We are happy to report that 
“Rip” and Johnny are both doing 
well after their heart issues.  
Johnny continues to have some 
issues with a tumor or something 
that is giving him severe pain 
down his left leg.  He is to have 
surgery soon as I write this and 
we certainly wish him all the 
very best and a speedy and com-
plete recovery. 
Until we return, to the Tin Angel, 
everyone ride safely and stay 
healthy. 

 
 

<><><><><><><> 
 
 
 
 

 Incentive Point Leaders 
Submitted by: Debbie “Little Bit” Maynard, Treasurer 

 
We have many riders and passengers vying for the Top 3 awards 
and the competition is fierce!  Want to know where you stand?  
Plan to attend the Membership Appreciation Party in January. 
Details to follow soon. 
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Bent’s Old Fort Day Ride 
Submitted by: Floyd “Mr. T” and Linda “Mrs. T” Thorne 

 
I, personally, had been to Bent’s Old Fort a couple years ago with 
a group of Colorado Free Wheelers riders and decided that I 
would return again and share the experience with our RMVTA 
group.  As forts go, and based on the few that I had ever visited, 
Bent’s is one of the most authentic and well maintained that I had 
ever visited. 
 
It was a GREAT day for a ride and the weather was wonderful, 
especially after the HOT and DRY summer that we had now 
seemingly broken our way out of.  We wandered our way left and 
right but predominately south headed for La Junta, CO.  The 
route and the timing seemed to warrant having lunch before head-
ing a few miles outside of town to visit the Fort so, lunch it was. 

Once nourished, our group was now in better spirits and frame of 
mind and we headed just north and then east again out to the Fort.  
We had enough seniors in the group with Lifetime National Parks 
Passes that no one in our group had to pay out of pocket to visit.  
Hopefully things will not change too drastically by the time you 
reach that ripe age of 62 as the Lifetime National Parks Pass that 
you can currently get for $10.00 is one of the best values in your 
lifetime. 
 
After a couple hours spent at the Fort it was time to be on our 
way homeward bound.  I, for one, had seen new and different 
things over what I had seen on my previous visit and chances are 
that a third visit at some point would yield even more different 
and interesting sights and tidbits, a valid reason to return one day 
down the road. 
 
I could not help but reflect on our dear departed friend Cliff Eudy 
on this outing to the Fort.  Cliff was a real enthusiast of history of 
this type and had actually taken different ones of us to other Forts 
and areas of interest over the years.  He was a very avid reader on 
the subject and thus his interest.  Hope that he joined the rest of 
you whom knew him and brought back a fond memory or two of 
him and rides spent together. 

  
<><><><><><><> 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Progressive Dinner Ride 
Submitted by: Floyd “Mr. T” and Linda “Mrs. T” Thorne 

 
On Sunday, September 16, 2012 a bunch of us met at 

Fay Myers on a pretty day all set for the Annual Progressive 
Dinner Ride.  Most of us had attended Progressive Dinner 
Rides in years past and knew what to expect.  Some of our 
group were new to the concept but, all were anxious and hun-
gry, so let’s get started. 

 
 
 
 
Our first host home was 
that of Paul and Debbie 
Maynard. When we 
arrived we were greeted 

with open arms and the aroma of breakfast fare billowed out the 
front door.  Several of our group had brought additional dishes 
and goodies to share and soon after we all had our plates filled 
we were seated and proceeded to “tie on the feed bag” as they 
say.  Everything was very good and some of us had to push back 
from the table knowing that our lunch stop was not a long time 
away. 



Pg 5 

We continued to sit and visit for a while before it was 
time to get into the saddles and start making our way up north to 
our second host home, that of Rip and Sarah Ripoll.  I had a route 
planned that took us west and north on C-470, then US-6 to 
Highway 93 north to Highway 128 through the Flat Iron Crossing 
shopping area, then to 96th Street (rather than getting on to the 
Northwest Parkway Toll Road) to West Dillon Road where we 
finally turned east.  We stayed on Dillon Road which turns into 
144th Avenue to Washington Street where we turned north once 
again.  Washington turns into York Street up that way and we 
took it to East 160th Avenue.  There we turned east again and 
took it to Colorado Boulevard where we turned north once again 
to 168th Avenue or what is called East Baseline Road.  Then it 
was east all the way to community of our dear friends Rip and 
Sarah. 

I am sure that there were some among us that thought 
we were lost or would never find our way to our lunch stop.  Oth-
ers of us were happy to have a bit of an extended ride to allow the 
breakfast fare time to settle in and make some room for the up-
coming lunch. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

We arrived once again to open arms and the smell of 
something cooking out on the grill in the back yard.  We soon 
learned that burgers, hot and juicy, were the main course to be 
enjoyed.  There were salads and lots of other side dishes prepared 
by Sarah as well as contributions brought along on the motorcy-
cles by our traveling guests.  Our belts around the midsections 
were really starting to feel the strain by now and we had another 
stop to make before the days’ end. 

 
 
After visiting a while and relaxing while trying to let 

some of all that food settle a bit before getting aboard the scoot-
ers, we saddled up again and wandered around on the east side of 
the metro area making our way out to Tower Road where we 
headed south, left and right all the way to the beautiful new home 
of our dessert host family, Steve and Connie Benko. 

Here again we proceeded to enjoy all the wonderful 
treats provided by our host and hostess as well as those brought 
along by our traveling guests.  By now there were several of us 

that were making large depressions in the furniture watching the 
Rockies finish up their game and soon looking forward to the 
return trips to 
our respec-
tive homes. 

 
I 

would, with 
all sincerity, 
like to thank 
first of all 
our host and 
hostess fami-
lies for so 
graciously 
opening their 
beautiful 
homes to greet our RMVTA 
members and then all those 
that joined our group of hun-
gry members that enjoyed the 
day’s offerings.  It was a 
beautiful day and another 
wonderful Progressive Dinner 
Ride goes into the record 
books. 

 
 

<><><><><><><> 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

REMINDER – BAKE SALE 
 

Mark your calendars for Thursday, October 11th at 7:00 p.m. 
for our annual Bake Sale! Bring your baked goods and/or your 
craft items and your checkbook and help support the club with 
this fun auction. We will have a very brief meeting starting at 
7:00 p.m. sharp and then begin the auction. Hope to see you 

there! 
 
 

<><><><><><><> 
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“Tidbits” 
Submitted by: Stella “Wrong Way” Nicholson 

  
A Dog's Purpose: from a 6-year-old. 

 
Being a veterinarian, I had been called to examine a ten-year-old 
Irish Wolfhound named Belker. The dog's owners, Ron, his wife 
Lisa, and their little boy Shane, were all very attached to Belker, 
and they were hoping for a miracle. 
 
I examined Belker and found he was dying of cancer. I told the 
family we couldn't do anything for Belker, and offered to perform 
the euthanasia procedure for the old dog in their home. 
 
As we made arrangements, Ron and Lisa told me they thought it 
would be good for six-year-old Shane to observe the procedure. 
They felt as though Shane might learn something from the ex-
perience. 
 
The next day, I felt the familiar catch in my throat as Belker's 
family surrounded him. Shane seemed so calm, petting the old 
dog for the last time, that I wondered if he understood what was 
going on. Within a few minutes, Belker slipped peacefully away. 
 
The little boy seemed to accept Belker's transition without any 
difficulty or confusion. We sat together for a while after Belker's 
Death, wondering aloud about the sad fact that animal lives are 
shorter than human lives. 
 
Shane, who had been listening quietly, piped up, "I know why." 
 
Startled, we all turned to him. What came out of his mouth next 
stunned me. I'd never heard a more comforting explanation. It has 
changed the way I try and live. 
 
He said, "People are born so that they can learn how to live a 
good life -- like loving everybody all the time and being nice, 
right?" The Six-year-old continued, 
 
"Well, dogs already know how to do that, so they don't have to 
stay as long." 
 

Remember, if a dog was the teacher you would learn things like: 

• When loved ones come home, always run to greet them; 
• Never pass up the opportunity to go for a joyride; 
• Allow the experience of fresh air and the wind in your face 
to be pure Ecstasy; 
• Take naps; 
• Stretch before rising; 
• Run, romp, and play daily; 
• Thrive on attention and let people touch you; 
• Avoid biting when a simple growl will do; 
• On warm days, stop to lie on your back on the grass; 
• On hot days, drink lots of water and lie under a shady tree; 
• When you're happy, dance around and wag your entire body; 
• Delight in the simple joy of a long walk; 
• Be loyal; 
• Never pretend to be something you're not; 
• If what you want lies buried, dig until you find it; 
When someone is having a bad day, be silent, sit close by, and 
nuzzle them gently; 
 
There comes a time in life, when you walk away from all the 
drama and people who create it. You surround yourself with peo-
ple who make you laugh, forget the bad, and focus on the good. 
So, love the people who treat you right. 
 

<><><><><><><> 
The following people have BIRTHDAYS in October –  

There are none in November:  
 

Connie Benko   Oct. 22 
Gloria Messier  Oct. 23 

 
 
ANNIVERSARYS: 
Lloyd & Stella Nicholson  Oct. 26 
 

        CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL!! 
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Beautiful company, weather, 
and views we enjoyed on our 

2012 Fall Color Ride! 



 

 
 

 
 
 
 
RPM Motorsports  ……………….…..……….. (303) 232-7576   
1251 Wadsworth Ave. 
Denver, CO. 80214  www.rpmms.com 
 
 
Sun Honda/Kawasaki/Polaris/KTM ………... (303) 287-7566   
8877 Washington Street 
Denver, CO. 80229  www.sunent.com 
 
 
Vickery Motorsports, Inc.  …..………………. (303) 755-4387   
2231 South Parker Road,  
Denver, CO. 80231  www.vickerymotorsports.com 

 
 
 
 
Aurora Honda .………………………...…….….(303) 341-7200   
200 South Potomac Street,  
Aurora, CO. 80012  www.aurorahonda.net 
 
 
Fay Myers Motorcycle World  ………….….. (303) 744-6632   
9700 E. Arapahoe Road 
Greenwood Village, CO. 80112 www.faymyers.com 
 
 
Grand Prix Motorsports, Inc. ………........…. (303) 761-2471   
3105 W. County Line Road, 
Littleton, CO. 80129 www.grandprixmotorsports.com 
 
 
 
Life Harmony Counseling, pc  ……..……… (303) 888-8617 
Debbie Taylor  www.lifeharmonycounseling.com 
Licensed Professional Counselor 
   
  
 

2012 RMVTA Sponsors 
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RMVTA 
P.O. Box 3736 
Englewood, CO 80155-3736 

Next Meeting: 
Thursday, Oct. 11, 2012 

7:00 p.m. 
Fay Myers Motorcycle World 

9700 E. Arapahoe Road 


